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ExSC Interpretation of Openness and Related Issues

September 1999

Note:  The “ANSI Procedures” was replaced in 2003 with the ANSI Essential Requirements:  Due process requirements for American National Standards (www.ansi.org/essentialrequirements), which is generally updated annually.  As of 2012, please refer to clauses 1.1 and 2.1 Openness, rather than 1.2.1 as referenced below.

At their September 1999 meeting, the ExSC was asked to review clause 1.2.1 Openness of the ANSI Procedures with regard to participation in meetings, via public review and eligibility for membership on a developer's consensus body.

A new edition of the ANSI Procedures was issued in 2000 that contains the following revision to clause 1.2.1 Openness:

1.2.1 Openness

Participation shall be open to all persons who are directly and materially affected by the activity in question.  There shall be no undue financial barriers to participation.  Participation Voting membership on the consensus body shall not be conditional upon membership in any organization, nor unreasonably restricted on the basis of technical qualifications or other such requirements.

As a result of this discussion, the ExSC's responded to a number of questions posed as follows:

1. Are any restrictions on membership on a consensus body allowable?  For example, are categorical restrictions acceptable? 

 Response:  Requiring membership in an organization cannot be a precondition for applying for membership on a consensus body.  There are, however, some requirements that may appropriately limit one's ability to join a consensus body.  These include its size and balance.  There are possibly other acceptable limitations, but any may be challenged by an applicant.  Categorical restrictions, however, are not acceptable. 

2.  As long as public review is an option, is it acceptable for a developer to deny an application for membership on a consensus body for a reason other than size or balance?

 Response:  See #1 above.

3. What are a developer's responsibilities for distributing consensus body information to anyone other than a member of that body?

 Response:  A developer is required to follow its accredited procedures.

4. What are a developer's responsibilities for distributing agendas and minutes to anyone other than a member of the relevant consensus body?

Response:  A developer is required to follow its accredited procedures.  There is nothing in the current ANSI Procedures that requires developers to distribute minutes upon request.  Agendas and meeting announcements, however, should be available to anyone.  It was noted that many groups defer to the Chair of the activity to make such decisions.

In general, the ExSC also remarked that anyone who feels that his/her access to information is unduly restricted should be directed to file a complaint with the developer.
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